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Week Ending Friday, January 25, 2008 

Proclamation 8217—National 
Sanctity of Human Life Day, 2008 
January 18, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
On National Sanctity of Human Life Day, 

we recognize that each life has inherent dig-
nity and matchless value, and we reaffirm our 
steadfast determination to defend the weak-
est and most vulnerable members of our soci-
ety. 

America was founded on the belief that 
all men are created equal and have an in-
alienable right to life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness, and our country remains com-
mitted to upholding that founding principle. 
Since taking office, I have signed legislation 
to help protect life at all stages, and my Ad-
ministration will continue to encourage adop-
tion, fund abstinence education and crisis 
pregnancy programs, and support faith-based 
groups. Today, as our society searches for 
new ways to ease human suffering, we must 
pursue the possibilities of science in a man-
ner that respects the sacred gift of life and 
upholds our moral values. 

Our Nation has made progress in its efforts 
to protect human life, and we will strive to 
change hearts and minds with compassion 
and decency. On National Sanctity of Human 
Life Day and throughout the year, we help 
strengthen the culture of life in America and 
work for the day when every child is wel-
comed in life and protected in law. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim Sunday, January 
20, 2008, as National Sanctity of Human Life 
Day. I call upon all Americans to recognize 
this day with appropriate ceremonies and to 
underscore our commitment to respecting 

and protecting the life and dignity of every 
human being. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eighteenth day of January, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-second. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:56 a.m., January 24, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on January 25. This item was not 
received in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue. 

The President’s Radio Address 
January 19, 2008 

Good morning. Yesterday I visited Wright 
Manufacturing, a business in Frederick, 
Maryland, that makes commercial 
lawnmowers. Businesses like Wright are the 
driving force behind our economic success. 
They create jobs and opportunities for mil-
lions of workers. And entrepreneurs like 
those at Wright Manufacturing keep our 
economy growing. 

This is a challenging period for our econ-
omy, and I know many of you listening are 
concerned about the future. My advisers and 
many outside experts expect that our econ-
omy will continue to grow over the coming 
year, but at a slower rate than we have en-
joyed for the past few years. And there’s a 
risk of a downturn. Continued instability in 
the housing market, for example, could cause 
additional harm to the overall economy and 
put our growth and job creation in jeopardy. 

In recent months, we have taken steps to 
shore up the housing sector, including meas-
ures to help struggling homeowners avoid 
foreclosure and keep their homes. I have also 
asked Congress to pass legislation to mod-
ernize the Federal Housing Administration 
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